


“You are the light of the world… your light must shine 
before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your heavenly Father.” — Mathew 5:14-16

Is there any more powerful an image of who we are as 
disciples of Jesus Christ than the image He Himself gives 
us in the Sermon on the Mount?

We study this image, we refl ect on it, we pray 
about it, and we wonder: What is this “light of 
the world”? How can we be this “light of the 
world”?

Our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, recently pondered 
these very questions. Writing in his Exhortation 
“Verbum Domini” on the Word of God in the Life and 
Mission of the Church, the Holy Father tells us: Christ is 
“the light of the world,” the light which “shines in the 
darkness” and which the darkness has not overcome. 
In the resurrection, the Son of God truly emerged as 
the light of the world. 

Speaking to the Bishops of Africa last 
October, our Holy Father said: 
Disciples, “who are this light, shine 
on people a light through their ‘good 
works’ of feeding the hungry, giving 
drink to the thirsty, welcoming the 
stranger, clothing the naked, visiting the sick 
and aged, showing concern for the prisoner.”

We can be the Light of Christ as we work 
together through the “good works” of 
the 26 charities and ministries supported 
by our Annual Catholic Appeal.

We can help our Diocese to Deepen Faith by 
recruiting more vocations to the priesthood and 
to religious life through by our prayer and by 

our personal outreach and invitation. We can invite 
our family members and friends who feel distant from 
the Church to come home. We can help our Diocese to 
strengthen our ministries to our teens and young adults 
and to all those who are incarcerated.

We can help our Diocese to Nurture Hope through 
programs that encourage and train our parish religious 
education teachers, support and enhance the special 
mission of our Catholic Schools, that inspire our 

generosity and that help our parishes be effective 
and effi cient in their management.

We can help our Diocese to Celebrate Life by 
enhancing our ministries to strengthen 

and support marriage and family life. 
We can help our Diocese to respond 
to the weakest and littlest among 
us. We can help our Bishop proclaim 

and protect the dignity of all human life 
from conception to natural death.

Deepen Faith, Nurture Hope, 
Celebrate Life. 

We do these “good works” together through 
the 26 charities and ministries supported by 
our Annual Catholic Appeal. Our goal for this 
year’s Appeal is $3.7 Million. This goal refl ects 
the absolute minimum that the 26 charities 
and ministries must have if they are to be 
effective. 

“Go, be the Light of Christ”
Deepen Faith – Nurture Hope – Celebrate Life

When you support the Annual Catholic Appeal, you do 
more than just provide fi nancial support – you change 
lives:

Deepen Faith
Recruit vocations to the priesthood, religious life.
Support the education of our seminarians.
Invite non-practicing Catholics to “Come Home.”
Evangelization.
Bolster, enhance youth and young adult ministry.
Deacon and Lay Ministry formation programs.
Catechesis for children youth and families.
Encourage generosity to our parishes and Diocese.
Provide resources for Jordan Ministry.

Nurture Hope
Catholic Schools and parish religious education.
Respond to the needs of our communities.
Reach out to the divorced and separated.
Support our Native American parishes and missions.
Support Catholic Community Services unique programs 
for Pastoral Care Ministry (nursing homes, long-term 
care) and Detention Ministry.

Celebrate Life
Strengthen marriage.
Proclaim the dignity of all human life.
Communicate our Faith through The New Vision  Catholic 
Newspaper and Diocesan Internet Sites.
Support the pastoral ministry of our Bishop.
Provide our retired priests with a decent pension.

We can reach our goal IF:

…those of us who have given faithfully to the Appeal 
give as much as we did last year, and if we can, give a 
little more. 

…those of us who haven’t given – or who haven’t been 
able to give – give whatever we can. 

Deepen Faith, Nurture Hope, Celebrate Life


